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RACE ACROSS EUROPE: Long-distance cyclist Fritz Geer is pictured approaching the fi nish line at Europa Point last week, setting a 
record after cycling for 12 days from France to the Rock. This is the sixth year Gibraltar has hosted the fi nish of Europe’s ‘toughest’ 
ultracycling event, with cyclists pedalling non-stop for some 3000 miles. See page 3. 
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Rock’s Bluefi n anglers land 12 
tonnes of tuna in three weeks
Gibraltar’s sports fi shermen 
caught 75 Bluefi n tunas weigh-
ing a total of  12 tonnes in the 
space of  just three weeks, includ-
ing one enthusiast who caught 
over a tonne of  the prized fi sh.

Data released to the Chronicle 
by the Department of  the 
Environment showed that 47 
out of  the 162 anglers licensed to 
fi sh for Bluefi n reported catches 
after the season opened on June 
16 and before it was temporarily 
suspended on July 10.
(Continued on page 2)

Citizens’ rights 
far from a done 
deal, says Brexit 
Committee
Substantial issues “remain 
unsolved” for British 
citizens living in the EU and 
EU citizens living in the UK, 
a House of  Commons select 
committee has warned.

The stark conclusion 
comes despite earlier as-
surances from the UK’s 
former Brexit Secretary, 
David Davis, and EU Brexit 
negotiator Michel Barnier 
that the chapter of  the draft 
Withdrawal Agreement on 
citizens’ rights had been fi-
nalised.

In a report published 
today, the Committee on 
Exiting the European Union 
says that UK citizens living 
in other EU countries can-
not be left in the dark as to 
how to secure their rights af-
ter Brexit. 

“Citizens’ Rights was one 
area of  the Brexit nego-
tiations marked as green 
in the March draft of  the 
Withdrawal Agreement 
which implied that it was 
all sorted,” the Chair of  the 
Committee, Hilary Benn, 
said.

“But the evidence we have
(Continued on page 2)

Gibralatr and UK work on 
insurance regulatory alignment 
The UK and Gibraltar 
Governments are pressing ahead 
with work to ensure post-Brexit 
regulatory alignment in the in-
surance sector, a key element of  
the commitment to continued 
UK market access for Gibraltar-
based fi rms.

To this end, the UK Treasury 
and the Gibraltar Government 
have engaged Deloitte to work 
on a diagnostic assessment 
of  the Gibraltarian insurance 
regulatory regime, against the 
benchmark of  the UK regula-
tory regime. 

“The work will help the two 
governments in ensuring align-
ment of  regulatory outcomes 
in the insurance sector,” a 
Gibraltar Government spokes-
man told the Chronicle. 

“This will involve a new, mod-
ernised agreement on market 
access for Gibraltar to be intro-
duced after 2020 and based on 
shared, high standards of  regu-
lation, and underpinned by in-
formation-sharing, transparen-
cy and regulatory co-operation,” 
the spokesman explained.
(Continued on page 2)
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Record breaking 
year for the Race 
Across Europe

A British team broke the record 
for Race Across Europe cycling 
from France and fi nishing in 
Gibraltar in just over six days.

For the sixth year Gibraltar 
has hosted the fi nish of  Europe’s 
‘toughest’ ultracycling event.

2018 has seen lots of  fi rsts for 
the teams that reached Europa 
Point after cycling nearly 3000 
miles non-stop to become record 
holders on the trans-European 
ultracycling event the Race 
Across Europe. 

Three teams left Boulogne-
sur-Mer in France over a three 
day period from July 1. They cy-

cled through France, Germany, 
Austria, Slovenia, Italy and Spain 
non-stop to reach Gibraltar in re-
cord-breaking times.

The Race route is 2920 miles 
long and entrants can ride 
solo, in pairs or as teams of  four, 
six or eight. 

The fi rst team to fi nish the 
2018 Race Across Europe in a 
new overall course record were 
The Steve Prescott Foundation 
K3 Zadara Team from the UK. 

This team of  eight cyclists set a 
fi nishing time of  6 days, 19 hours 
and 7 minutes. The K3 Zadara 
team now hold both the overall 

course record and the eight per-
son team record.

Next to fi nish was Fritz Geers 
and his Ultrasportler team from 
Germany setting a record for the 
solo supported category at 12 
days, 7 hrs and 5 mins. This cat-
egory is for one cyclist who com-
pletes the course alone.

The third team to fi nish was 
that of  Thomas Jaklitsch and 

the sportcoaching.net team from 
Austria who were also compet-
ing in the solo supported catego-
ry, fi nishing in an equally amaz-
ing time of  13 days, 12 hrs and 35 
mins.

Also out on the course testing 
the route and reporting back on 
road conditions for the teams be-
hind her was Jenny Lockett from 
the UK who rode from Boulogne-

sur-Mer to Europa Point solo and 
completely unsupported in 19 
days. Ms Lockett helped to prove 
this year that it is possible, so in 
2019 an unsupported solo and 
pairs category will be available 
to enter.

The team at the Race Across 
Europe are now looking forward 
to welcoming many more teams 
for the 2019 race. 
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The state of the state

In my opinion

In my opinion

by David Bentata

by Eric Ellul and 
Jamie Hammond

L
ooking into the future, I 
can see that one of  our 
biggest problems – if  not 
the biggest, barring out-

side infl uences - will be the con-
tinued funding of  our Welfare 
State. 

This has become obvious 
in countries as advanced as 
Britain already. What makes us 
think we shall be immune to the 
same conditions that are caus-
ing fi nancial havoc to the UK 
Exchequer? 

The causes are basically 
three:

1. Decreasing size of  contrib-
uting families

2. Increasing life span of  peo-
ple

3. Increasing cost of  medical 
treatment.

The Welfare State is funded 
by taxes collected from people 
in both employment and busi-
nesses. People are marrying old-
er and prioritising their careers 
and leisure ambitions before 
starting a family. This tends to 
end with couples have one or 
two children instead of, as it was 
in past generations, three, four 
or even fi ve children per family. 
The ever-growing LBGT move-
ment is another factor to be con-
sidered as almost by defi nition, 
most do not have any children 
at all themselves. Inevitably, 
as the years go by, the working 
population diminishes yet the 
aging and non-working popula-
tion increases. 

The lifespan of  our population 
is thankfully increasing. People 
of  70 and 80 years are no long-
er rarities, but the norm. Once 
reaching pensionable age this 
older generation does not pro-
duce taxable income to augment 

government coffers. Instead, 
and acceptable at present, they 
are a necessary expense to the 
Exchequer through their pen-
sion, as well as through their ev-
er-increasing needs for medical 
treatments. These treatments 
cost more and more virtually by 
the day. 

Governments must not just 
set money aside for this, but 
also for the increase in medical 
staff  required to run an effi cient 
and effective health service for 
the whole of  the population. 
Needless to say, wages for staff  
require continued increases to 
keep up with the standard of  
living we enjoy.

Putting all this together it is 
easy to see the Welfare State 
ship heading for the rocks. The 
obvious measure to balance 
the books has always been in-
creases in direct and indirect 
taxation. This is an unpopular 
measure Government will be 
loath to take. Its down side can 
spell the end of  a politician, if  
not a political party. 

But the problem is real and is 
here and needs to be faced. 

There is another way though. 
True, it is not particularly pop-
ular either, but its realism and 

logic can be appreciated by all 
voters.

We already have a taxation 
system in place. This gives all 
people a tax code based on in-
come. It also works for compa-
nies but at this point let me con-
centrate on personal income tax 
to start with. 

If  the same, or similar, tax 
code can be adapted for medi-
cal services, we could have an 
income fl ow to aid Government 
coffers exclusively for this pur-
pose. This way, we would pay for 
medical services according to 
our means rather than as at pre-
sent, free, gratis and for nothing. 

Certainly, there would remain 
a sector of  our population that 
would continue getting Health 
Services at no charge, given 
their low income or lack of  it. 
That is correct and justifi ed. But 
the majority of  our population 
can afford to pay some percent-
age of  their treatment and some 
could even pay in full. When it 
comes to the older generation, 
these are receiving pensions 
and free medical services. Yet 
they are, as a group, the great-
est in need of  medical services. 
Unpalatable as it may seem, it 
may be necessary to institute a 

similar tax code on those with 
higher than basic pensions so as 
to balance their needs with real 
costs.

Implementing such a scheme 
is not that diffi cult from an 
administrative and economic 
standpoint. What is diffi cult is 
to convince people that it is ab-
solutely necessary; and neces-
sary to do so sooner rather than 
later. It obviously requires the 
concerted efforts of  both gov-
ernment and opposition. This 
would be the preferred way to 
go about it. Otherwise it should 
be implemented by whichever 
party is the government of  the 
day. This requires having a very 
solid majority in Parliament to 
push it through. 

I am not, nor ever intend run-
ning for Parliament myself, nor 
do I belong to any other party 
than Gibraltar. But I see the 
looming problem we are turning 
a blind eye to. Frankly, if  this, or 
something similar, is not imple-
mented soon, we could be facing 
a monumental task of  balanc-
ing the books after the problem 
itself  has caused the demise of  
our present enviable Welfare 
system many a country would 
love to have.

Couple buying a home? Do it jointly

T
he Chronicle recently 
published a report on 
a survey which showed 
that 31% of  the people 

on the property ladder sur-
veyed thought the only way 
possible to buy a home was to 
do so jointly with a partner.    
Many of  these will be young 
people venturing on their fi rst 
home purchase.

Whilst this may be true for 
economic reasons, it is even 
more important for legal rea-
sons that a home be bought in 
the joint names of  the couple.    
This is not so acutely impor-
tant where the couple are mar-
ried and the home is bought 
in contemplation of  or during 
the subsistence of  the mar-
riage and registered in the sole 

name of  one of  the spouses.   In 
the event of  the breakdown of  
the marriage, the non-registered 
spouse will still be entitled to a 
share of  the matrimonial home, 
the starting point being at 50% 
of  the value, notwithstanding 
that the purchase money has 
been, or the mortgage is being, 
paid by the registered spouse 
alone.    

However, given the decline in 
the institution of  marriage, ex-
cept perhaps in the case of  same 
sex couples, for a non-married 
couple to buy a home in the sole 
name of  one of  the partners is 
sheer folly and may turn out 
to be a recipe for problems and 
loss in the future.   In the event 
of  the partnership breaking up, 
without the protection afforded 
by marriage or registration un-
der the Civil Partnership legisla-
tion, the plight of  the non-regis-
tered partner is bleak indeed.

Let’s say, for example, that the 
affected partner is the woman. 

At worse, she may fi nd herself  
homeless and without legal re-
course and the loss of  what, per-
haps over many years, she has 
come to know as her home.    In 
these circumstances, the law of-
fers no solution since the only 
owner the law recognises is the 
registered owner.  The only pos-
sible course available for the 
woman to establish a benefi cial 
interest in the home would thus 
be to rely upon a remedy in eq-
uity known as an implied trust, 
which can take the form of  a re-
sulting or a constructive trust.   
This can be a complex matter 
often resulting in prolonged 
and expensive litigation.

A resulting trust arises where 
both parties make a monetary 
contribution towards the pur-
chase of  a property but the 
property is registered in the 
name of  one party only.   Here, 
the matter is simple in that, on 
the breakdown of  the relation-
ship, the registered owner is 

deemed to hold that part of  the 
property on trust for the ben-
efi t of  the non-registered owner 
equivalent to his monetary con-
tribution.

The matter becomes more 
complex where the woman part-
ner, for example, has made no 
direct contribution towards the 
purchase of  the home but may 
have lived there for many years 
and considered it as her home 
and even where there may be 
children of  the union.   In this 
case she would need to rely upon 
a constructive trust in order to 
establish a benefi cial interest 
and have a share in the home 
in the event of  the breakdown 
of  the relationship.   She would 
need to show not only that there 
was a common intention in buy-
ing the property as their joint 
home and that she has acted 
to her detriment in reliance of  
such intention, but that there 
has also been a tangible contri-
bution, either fi nancial or oth-

erwise explicable only on such 
common intention. 

There is a plethora of  au-
thorities, some of  which are 
confl icting, on this particular 
point of  what amounts to a 
contribution.    At one end the 
Courts may require a substan-
tial monetary contribution 
whereas in different circum-
stances such things as paying 
towards household expenses, 
carrying out work in the home, 
giving up a career to bring up 
a family and keeping home 
may be deemed suffi cient as 
an indirect contribution. 

The best advice young cou-
ples can have when embarking 
upon buying their homes is, if  
they do not intend to marry, 
buy in joint names.

Eric Ellul is the founding 
and senior partner at Gibraltar 
law fi rm Ellul & Co. Jamie 
Hammond is a law student at 
the fi rm.
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Rock’s Bluefi n anglers land 12 
tonnes of tuna in three weeks
(Continued from front page)

The annual Bluefi n quota is 
15.5 tonnes and the season is 
due to reopen once again on 
August 7 through to October 
14 or until the quota is fi lled, 
whichever comes fi rst.

Around eight tonnes of  
Bluefi n caught this year were 
landed by 39 anglers, with the 
remaining eight anglers land-
ing four tonnes between them.

The top angler caught fi sh 
weighing 1,123 kilograms, fol-
lowed by another fi sherman 
who caught several Bluefi n 
weighing 985 kilograms in total 
and a third who caught speci-
mens weighing a total of  742 
kilograms.

The average weight of  each 
individual tuna caught this 
year was 160 kilograms.

Gibraltar’s quota is set in line 
with the recommendations of  
the International Commission 
for the Conservation of  
Atlantic Tunas [ICCAT] and 
this year remained unchanged 
from 2017.

Gibraltar is not a member of  
ICCAT but implements parallel 
regulations in order to cooper-
ate in international conserva-
tion methods that have proved 
successful in recent years.

This year the Gibraltar 
Government introduced re-
strictions on the type of  fi sh-
ing allowed in certain areas of  
the Bay of  Gibraltar, in a bid to 
minimise the impact of  Bluefi n 
anglers on marine mammals 
including dolphins who feed on 
the same species as the tuna.

But the government has not 

taken any steps to control the 
number of  Bluefi n tunas that 
each individual angler can 
land, although it insists it is 
considering such measures.

The Gibraltar Ornithological 
and Natural History Society 
has called for greater controls 
on the fi shing of  this species, 
which is classed as endangered 
by the International Union for 
Conservation of  Nature.

GONHS has urged the gov-
ernment to reduce the size of  
Gibraltar’s quota and for great-
er emphasis on tag-and-release 
programmes.

“This would make sense in 
Gibraltar, where there is no 
recognised commercial fi sh-
ing of  tuna and all tuna fi shing 
is supposedly recreational,” 
GONHS said earlier this year.

Citizens’ rights far from a done 
deal, says Brexit Committee
(Continued from front page) 
heard suggests it is far from 
being fi nalised.”

“In evidence to our inquiry, 
we heard the hopes and fears 
of  UK citizens in the EU as 
well as of  EU citizens resi-
dent here in the UK.”

“These are people who have 
made their lives in the EU in 
good faith or came to live and 
work in the UK, paying taxes, 
raising families and putting 
down roots.”

“The rights of  UK citizens 
living in the EU27 and of  EU 
nationals in the UK should be 
based on full reciprocity, but 
as things stand, both groups 
are likely to lose some of  the 
rights they had previously. 
That’s not fair and it’s why 
we want to see further pro-
gress quickly.”

“And whatever happens 
with the negotiations, we 
urge all governments to make 
it clear to all EU citizens who 
have made somewhere else 
their home, that they can 
stay.”

The EU’s position on EU cit-
izens in the UK has been to in-
sist on no diminution of  their 
rights, “but this has to work 
both ways”, the Committee 
said.  Today’s Report - The 
progress of  the UK’s negotia-
tions on EU withdrawal: the 
rights of  UK and EU citizens - 
calls for urgent clarification 

from the EU27 on the prepa-
rations that they are making 
to regularise the status of  UK 
citizens in each Member State.

Continued rights of  free 
movement, other associated 
rights, provisions for registra-
tion of  UK citizens, recognition 
of  professional qualifications, 
voting rights and whether UK 
citizens can continue with or 
apply for dual nationality are 
all other causes for concern, 
the report found.

The Committee calls in par-
ticular for the UK Government 
to press for an agreement on 
ongoing free movement within 
the EU27 for UK citizens cur-
rently resident in the EU.

The UK Government has said 
it wants EU citizens to stay in 
the UK and their right to re-
main will come through the 
Home Secretary’s scheme of  
“settled status”. 

However, the digital applica-
tion process proposed by the 
Home Office risks creating bar-
riers for applicants and confu-
sion among those required to 
make the checks, including po-
tential landlords and employ-
ers.

The timetable and dead-
lines for the roll-out of  this 
scheme – expected to process 
three million applications - are 
challenging and ensuring its 
success will require a consid-
erable public information pro-

gramme. 
Once applications are pro-

cessed, evidence to the in-
quiry led the Committee to 
recommend that a physical 
document such as a residency 
card should be issued, rather 
than relying on a digital for-
mat, as this would provide 
more reassurance and famili-
arity and could be more read-
ily shown to employers and 
potential landlords.

The Committee calls for 
the process for EU citizens in 
the UK to get settled status to 
be cost-free provided agree-
ment is secured that UK citi-
zens in the EU will not incur 
a charge to do the same. For 
the Irish in Britain, the UK 
Government should set out 
detailed guidance to clarify 
why they might choose to ap-
ply for Settled Status and any 
applications should be free.

The UK Government 
should also explain clearly 
what will happen to EU citi-
zens who fail to apply for set-
tled status in the UK after 
the transition and grace pe-
riods end.

In the event of  ‘no deal’, the 
Committee calls on the UK 
and the individual Member 
States to make public state-
ments to assure all EU and 
UK citizens living on their 
territory that they will safe-
guard their rights.

 Hassan Nahon highlights 
elderly concerns 

by Cristina Cavilla

Independent MP Marlene Hassan 
Nahon has called on the Gibraltar 
Government to be more alert to 
the concerns of the elderly, as she 
highlighted the impact of works 
at Bishop Canilla House on resi-
dents. 

Ms Hassan Nahon fi rst raised 
the issue last week having been 
approached by six different fami-
lies who expressed concern at how 
‘badly managed’ this project has 
been and how it has affected them 
“so profoundly”. 

“The issue here is in conjunc-
tion with the bad management 
and planning is the lack of sensi-
tivity to the residents,” she said 
highlighting that many of the 
block’s residents are elderly, some 
have dementia, disabilities or mo-
bility issues. 

“They’ve been landed with this 
project, which I understand is for 
the long-term good, but it is affect-
ing them day-to-day.” 

She added that tenants were 
not appropriately informed about 
the works, which are necessary 
as a result of damp, before they 

were commenced neither was the 
Bishop Canilla House commit-
tee consulted or even informed 
that these works would be taking 
place. 

They only found out when scaf-
folding went up earlier this year, 
Ms Hasssan Nahon said. 

The works have now spilled 
over into summer, with balconies 
sectioned off leaving elderly resi-
dents with no fresh air during the 
hottest months of the year.

“To add insult to injury there is 
no activity with the scaffolding,” 
she said. 

She highlights health and safety 
issues connected with the works 
particularly the amount of dust 
which, she said “affects elderly 
people fi ve times over.” 

Flagging the lack of commu-
nication with residents over the 
project Ms Hassan Nahon said: 
“The best way the government 
can make it up to them would be 
to call a meeting, explain to them 
where the project is up to and of-
fer them any solutions for their 
current inconveniences raging 
from mobility issues as a result to 
environmental issues.” 

Parents and grandparents ‘concerned 
about online bad language and trolling’
Parents and grandparents are 
more likely to be concerned about 
children being exposed to troll-
ing or bad language online than 
grooming, according to a UK poll.

It also suggests that adults’ big-
gest fear about youngsters using 
the internet is bullying.

The poll, by the Mumsnet and 
Gransnet websites, also suggests 
that many have not talked specifi -
cally with their children about is-
sues such as staying safe on social 
media networks or while using 
webcams and livestreaming.

Overall, nearly eight in 10 (78%) 
of the 1,000 parents and grandpar-
ents polled said that they were 
concerned about their child being 
exposed to sexual imagery or por-
nography - making this the most 
common worry.

Three in four (76%) said they 
were concerned about bullying, 
while the same proportion were 
worried about youngsters being 
exposed to unpleasant or aggres-
sive people - such as trolls or bad 
language.

This was a higher percentage 
than said they were worried about 
youngsters being exposed to vio-
lent imagery (74%) and grooming 
(69%).

In addition, just under two 
thirds (63%) said they were con-
cerned about child sexual exploi-
tation, and the same proportions 
were worried about children mak-
ing arrangements to meet stran-
gers in real life, and issues to do 
with body image and self  esteem.

Asked to give their biggest wor-
ry, the most common answer was 
bullying (19%) followed by groom-
ing (18%).

The survey, which was car-
ried out in connection with the 
Internet Watch Foundation, also 
found that while a third (34%) of  
those polled have talked specifi -
cally with their children about us-
ing webcams and livestreaming, 
64% say they have not specifi cally 
discussed this use.

And just over half (53%) say 
they have not spoken specifi cally 
about staying safe on social media 
networks, while 46% have done so.

Mumsnet founder Justine 
Roberts said: “As the summer 
holidays get under way, the truth 
is that unsupervised internet use 
by children is as unremarkable as 
unsupervised CBeebies watching; 
for many parents it’s the only way 
we can get anything done between 
the end of July and the beginning 
of September.”

“It’s clear, though, that parents 
need more information about the 
risks of livestreaming, and guid-
ance on how to address the issue 
with their children.” 

“Our survey shows that carers 
worry about almost every aspect 
of online activity which perhaps 
inhibits them from identifying 
and dealing confi dently with the 
most serious threats.”

The survey questioned 1,036 
UK Mumsnet and Gransnet users 
with a child or grandchild aged 
2-18 between May 30 and June 25.

Gib and UK work on insurance regulatory alignment
(Continued from front page)

This follows the publication 
of  a letter from HM Treasury 
inviting firms to bid to under-
take the consultancy work. 

Deloitte was appointed to 
oversee this consultancy work 
on June 20. 

The letter stated that the UK 
and Gibraltar Governments 
have agreed that Gibraltar’s 
continued access to UK finan-
cial services will be under-

pinned by mutual confidence 
in regulatory standards, su-
pervisory capacities and capa-
bilities; and commitment both 
to information sharing specifi-
cally and to joint regulatory 
working more generally. 

It added that the UK 
Government has been clear 
on its commitment to main-
taining Gibraltar’s access to 
the UK insurance market on 
current terms until 2020, in 

addition to its commitment to 
parity of  regulatory outcomes 
with the UK.

This work will be a tool 
for ensuring the Gibraltar 
Government and the 
Gibraltar Financial Services 
Commission are attaining 
these goals and supporting 
the long-term relationship be-
tween Gibraltar and the UK in 
financial services, the letter 
added. 
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